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Education apologized to his colleagues Wednesday for his role in the repeated use of controversial lunchroom passes.District 5 board member Steve Raja said he still is unsure whether he will seek re-election, but he won’t have to answer questions from the public.“I don’t know what I'm going to do with my life, I don’t know,” said Raja, the first Sikh to serve on the school board. “I don’t want to answer questions about my future.” At a hastily called
meeting at Tuscaloosa City Hall Wednesday morning, Raja said he regretted his admitting the fact he had been passing out campus lunches for at least a year during the school year.That admission, Raja said, might be the reason why the Board of Education, at the instruction of the district superintendent, sent letters to the board of trustees of each high school informing them that they had been performing an illegal and ineffective job of monitoring
student lunches.“I definitely regret the admission. It will be one of my least favorite moments in the history of our school board,” said Raja, who, along with Michael Tyner, was the only board member to vote against the release of the district superintendent’s letter to the school system’s 15 trustees.“All these years of my life, I've never been involved in something that’s brought more embarrassment to the school board. The reason I agreed to it was
because of the distractions I knew were going to be in our meeting.”Raja said he felt that his staff was confusing the district’s food service department with the Tuscaloosa County Nutrition and Fitness Program.“It has been known for many years that the cafeteria is not responsible for nutrition and fitness classes,” Raja said. 9
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