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the executive branch of the federal government have been suspended, pending action by Congress on the National Emergencies Act
of 1976. According to U.S. Code, “an emergency created by war, or by immediate threat or danger of war, should not be a continuing
one,” and accordingly, the emergencies decreed by President Obama have been sustained or extended by Congress and/or the courts,
so far until January 20, 2017, the date of Obama’s successor. The federal government will come to an official and final stand 1n their
mission to resist or uphold the legal basis on which the president has claimed authority to act unilaterally. The current national
emergency was declared on December 29, 2015, and 1s based on a purported threat to the United States by the government of Iraq.
The State of Florida and the National Rifle Association (NRA) are among the plaintiffs, challenging the lawtulness of this extension.
According to the congressional review, the program, known as the 2012 “Defending America from Terrorism Act,” 1s “limited to the
authority vested in the President by the International Emergency Economic Powers Act” (IEEPA), passed 1in 19777 to support national
foreign policy. According to the president’s proclamation, the Iraqi government i1s “engaging in significant acts of violence against the
United States and its coalition partners, posing an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy of the
United States.” The only “threat” to which Obama’s proclamation refers 1s the threat of U.S. retaliation against a government he
considers 1llegitimate and internationally unrecognized. The decision to bomb Iraq in March 2003 to topple the government was taken
without an adequate effort to distinguish between the regime of Saddam Hussein and the people of Iraq. The matter 1s made even
more perplexing because Obama has declared that he 1s also invoking the authority of IEEPA, the extremely broad piece of
legislation on which the proclamation 1s based. IEEPA 1s the legal basis for all of the government’s actions against Iran’s nuclear
industry. It 1s based on the suspicion that Iran’s nuclear program 1s a threat to the security of the United States because of 1ts
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