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babesiosis in beef cattle herds in Texas. To determine the status of bovine babesiosis in Texas, a

cross-sectional study was conducted from October 1999 through February 2000 at selected herds in
the southern half of Texas. Blood smears from 76 beef cattle herds in 13 counties were screened for

Babesia bigemina by microscopic examination for the presence of intra-erythrocytic parasites. In
each herd, animals were randomly selected for screening to achieve a sample of approximately 250

animals. Twenty-two herds tested positive for the presence of bovine babesiosis (26%) and 9 of
those positive herds had more than 10% of the cattle positive for B. bigemina. In the 22 herds that
tested positive, the median parasitemia was 1.0% (range: 0.001-11.2%). A serological survey was

also conducted at 3 selected herds to confirm the occurrence of infection and to determine the
prevalence of antibodies to B. bigemina. Anti-B. bigemina antibodies were found in 21% of the calves
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1999 (n=24) were positive for B. bigemina infection, and in herd 4, 22% of the calves tested in 1999
(n=24) were positive. Results from this study are similar to national data for the United States and
provide the first regional assessment of bovine babesiosis. These data indicate that the problem of
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