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human right to water. The right to water is at the heart of the human right to development, and the debate on human rights has in recent years focused on the proper
interpretation and extent of that right. The articulation and protection of the right to water have proved to be particularly contested, the demand for it being clearly
connected with the economic and political demands currently placed on developing countries. In the debate on the extension of the human right to water to the poor of the
developing world, there has been no shortage of arguments and counter-arguments: the social role of water from an anthropological perspective and its role in the
preservation of diverse ecosystems have both been debated in this connection. At the same time, the recognition of the rights of the poor of the developing world has been
increasingly questioned, since current international debates fail to take account of the necessity of providing a basic income for all of the population. It is argued here that, on
the whole, the current position is inconsistent and open to serious revision. It is necessary to take account of all the stakeholders of our current socio-economic and political
order, starting with the poor of the developing world. The theoretical and normative basis of the human right to water have been sketched
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