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Scrolls: Nazi discovery ignites Israel debate Published duration 10 February Related Topics The
Holocaust image copyright AP image caption The scrolls came to light in caves in the West Bank in
the 1940s Israel and the world's Jewish communities are debating the discovery of what may be the
Dead Sea Scrolls. Although the authenticity of the texts is yet to be confirmed, their discovery re-
opens the debate over whether the biblical Israelites were a wholly peaceful and religious people.
The debate has been revived by the discovery of hundreds of clay tablets in remote West Bank
caves, which date to before the foundation of the Jewish state. Israel claims that the discovery
proves it has a right to the biblical land of Israel, occupied by Israel since 1967. But in the United
States, the discovery has been described as proof that the biblical conflict was one of "holy war".
"The feeling was so much sadness when | first saw these scrolls," archaeologist Eilat Mazar said of
the clay tablets that were found in a cave at Wadi Qumran in the 1950s. "l felt that something very
terrible had happened to them. Someone had destroyed them." Evidence of Jewish life The scrolls,
dating from the 5th Century BC, were found in 11 caves at Wadi Qumran - and not far from where
the Israelites are believed to have settled after leaving Egypt. While some scholars believe they were
only discovered by chance, others believe the find is proof of a school of Jewish thinkers who were
intent on preserving the ancient traditions of Judaism. The scrolls have yielded evidence of Jewish life
in the biblical period. They offer a glimpse into Jewish rituals, sectarian divisions within the group and
philosophies, including the idea 6d1f23a050
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